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KEEPING CONNECTED: Marlene Kohn
started her business JewishPassings.com
to make sure that members of the
community don't miss the funeral of a
loved one.

Marlene Kohn saw an important
void in her community and turned
it into a business.

In June, Kohn launched a new
Web site, JewishPassings.com, to
provide timely notification of
deaths in the Jewish community.
It offers a daily newsletter
delivered to email inboxes across
the city, telling subscribers of
community members who have
recently passed away.

“We stick to the facts,” says Kohn.
“People need to know dates and
locations of funeral proceedings
and shiva details so they can pay
their respects.”

Kohn was inspired to create the
site a year ago when she was out of town and a friend’s father passed away.
With limited phone access, she was unable to find out about the death until
she returned home.

“It was upsetting because I found out so late and couldn’t offer my
sympathies in a timely manner,” Kohn says. “So the idea for the site came
out of that experience.”

According to practice in the Jewish faith, those who have recently passed
away are buried within days, or sometimes hours of death.

This time-sensitive ritual means early notification of friends and family is
essential.

The site isn’t designed to be morbid or depressing, but to connect the Jewish
community with friends and neighbours whose families might not contact
them in the event of a death.

Response to the site has been overwhelmingly positive, according to Kohn.
Testimonials from happy subscribers come in every day and as readership
increases, so does the amount of satisfied customers.

“Our average subscribers are Baby Boomers with aging parents,” says Kohn.
“But we’ve had a great response from snowbirds too, who want to stay
connected when they’re away for the winter.”
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Sad, but important service
Website keeps Toronto's Jewish community informed on passings
Tags: Jewish, Web site

By Sarah Ryeland
November 26, 2009
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Toronto Today (Midtown)
Originally published in our North Toronto print edition(s).

 Our Readers' Feedback ( 0 )

Editor's Note: Report offensive content by clicking on the "Report Abuse" link. www.MyTownCrier.ca editors reserve the right to edit, review and allow or
reject, in their entirety, website comments. Those comments that are posted are not the opinions of www.MyTownCrier.ca, or Multicom Media nor its
affiliates but only of the writer. Spelling and grammar errors will not be corrected. Comments that we will not allow include those that include personal
attacks on citizens at large. We will also not allow comments that make false or unsubstantiated allegations; comments that claim to quote people or
reports where the quote or fact is not publicly known; or comments that include vulgar language or libelous statements.

Please log in to submit a comment. If you're not a registered TownHALL member, sign up now -- it's free.

Tell-a-Friend
Home delivery Issue
Advertising Inquiry
Subscription Info
Who We Are
Contact Us
Site Feedback
Town Crier RSS feeds
Help / FAQs

 Sister Publications
 Corriere Canadese
 Tandem Weekly
 Correo Canadiense
 Nove Ilhas
 Vaughan Today
 Insieme

TownNEWS
TownSPORTS
TownBUSINESS
Home & Garden
Kids & Families
Arts & Entertainment
TownMEDIA
TownCOLUMNISTS

TownGUIDES
TownHALL
TownCALENDARS

Print editions
Bayview Mills
Beach-South Riverdale
Bloor-West
Riverdale-East York
Forest Hill
Leaside-Rosedale
North Toronto
North York
Toronto (Midtown)

Neighbourhoods

North

Central

West

East

Search

Search

TownNEWS TownSPORTS TownBUSINESS TownARTS TownLIFE TownMEDIA TownGUIDES TownHALL TownCALENDARS Diversions


